18                BUDDHISM OUTSIDE INDIA              [OH.
The exploits of this prince are recorded at such length in the Mah&vamsa (xxn.-xxxii.) as to suggest that they formed the subject of a separate popular epic, in which he figured as the champion of Sinhalese against the Tamils, and therefore as a devout Buddhist. On ascending the throne ho felt, like Asoka, remorse for the bloodshed which had attended his early life and strove to atone for it by good works, especially the construction of sacred edifices. The most important of these were the Lohapasada or Copper Palace and the Mahfithupa or Buwanweli Dagoba. The former1 was a monastery roofed or covered with copper plates. Its numerous rooms wore richly decorated and it consisted of nine storeys, of which tho four uppermost were set apart for Arhats, and the lower assigned to the inferior grades of monks. Perhaps tho nino wtoroys arc an exaggeration: at any rate the building suffered from fire and underwent numerous reconstructions and modifications, King MaMsena (301 A.D.) destroyed it and then repenting of his errors rebuilt it, but the ruins now representing it at Anurad-hapura, which consist of stone pillars only, date from tho reign, of Parakrama Bahu I (about A.D. 1150). Theimmense pile known as the Ruwanweli Dagoba, though often injured by invaders in search of treasure, still exists. The somewhat dilapidated exterior is merely an outer shell, enclosing a smaller dagoba2. This is possibly the structure erected by Dutthag&mani, though tradition says that there is a still smaller edifice iuaido. The foundation and building of the original structure arc related at great length3. Crowds of distinguished monks came to see tho first stone laid, even from Kashmir and Alasanda. Some have identified the latter name with Alexandria in Egypt, but it probably denotes a Greek city on the Indus4. But in any cawo tradition represents Buddhists from all parts of India as taking part in the ceremony and thus recognizing the unity of Indian and Sinhalese Buddhism.
1  Dlpavainsa xix. 1.   Mahavanasa xxvn. 1-48.   See Forgusson, 7/fofc Ind* Architecture, 1910, pp. 238, 246. I find it hard to picture such a building raiaod on pillars. Perhaps it was something like the Sat-mahal-praeada at Pollannrua,
2  Parker, Ancient Ceylon, p. 282. The restoration of the Buwanwcii Dagoba was undertaken by Buddhists in 1873.
* Maharanisa xxvm.-xxxr. Dufthagaraani died before it was finiahod. 4 Mahavainsa xxix. 37. Yonanagaralasanda. The town is also mentioned au situated on an Island in the Indus: Mil. Pan. IXL 7. 4.